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Wide belief in space life
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the idea that other intel-
ligent life exists — 84%
thought it definite or
possible — than religious
groups.

Contact with
earth

people who
thought there was or
could be intelligent life
elsewhere were then asked
whether that intelligence
had already tried to make
contact with earth.

A number of possible

Those

contact methods were pre-
sented.

The unidentified flying
object proved the most-
favoured form of contact.
Forty-nine per cent
thought that UFOs rep-
resented contact with in-
telligent life somewhere in
the uaiverse.

Nineteen per cent
thought contact had been
tried through radio signals
and 13% believed direct
contact with people on
carth had been tried.

More than one-third of
the “believers” felt it was
unlikely that contact had
been attempted.

Younger people were
also more liable than older
people to regard UFOs as
a possible means of con-
tact. Agnostics and athe-
1sts. while much mare

National Library of Australia

Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Tuesday 15 January 1974, page 8 (2)

S - - —— - -

ists, while much more
repared to accept intel-
ectually the existence of
other intelligent beings,
were highly sceptical of
attempted contact. Forty-
seven per cent thought no
contact had been tried.

The ASRB Poll Is
conducted for The Can-
berra Times, the Syd-
ney Morning MHerald and
the Australian Sales
Research Bureau in
assogclation with the
Department of Political
Science at Melbourne
University.
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